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Message from The President 

Lance Jay Brown, FAIA
CSU President

“Eight Billion and Counting”

In this season of holidays, we have much to be grateful for and much to be
concerned about. As I write, we, here in the US, have completed our 2022
midterm elections. These recent elections should give some hope to others
around the world that democracy will survive and hopefully thrive. However, all
around the world it seems that elections are increasingly contentious with
autocracy vying with democracy. For now, politically, we remain “in the woods”.
 

In the past 12 years we have added another billion people to our precious
planet. That is seven billion added since the industrial revolution, for a total of
eight billion today. The global population grew from 1 billion in 1800 to 8
billion in 2022. “More people have been born, survived to reproduction,
struggled, built, destroyed, loved, hated, and died in the last 100 years than in
all of human history before it”(the Cameron Hoppe Project). 

(read more)

Message from The Editor

Ludivine Cornille
Director of Programs and Editor of CSU NEWS

As 2022 comes to an end with a global energy crisis triggered by Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and an ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, CSU is more than ever
working in bringing innovative solutions for sustainable, gender-responsive and
equitable cities. Since its creation 15 years ago, CSU has been at the forefront in
promoting how sustainable urbanization and resilient design can improve the
quality of life of all and tackle some of the major global challenges such as
climate change, mass migration and inequalities.  
 

http://cameronhoppeproject.blogspot.com/
https://consortiumforsustainableurbanization.org/2022/12/eight-billion-and-counting/


This ninth edition of CSU NEWS reinforces these initiatives presenting concrete
examples, such as awarded architecture projects from OulipO studio using
biobased material, green cities policy results in Vancouver, New York and New
Jersey harbors, and how biodiversity in cities has an impact on the health of
people. It also reiterates why private sector and multistakeholder engagement is
critical in achieving the SDGs.
 
CSU participated in the celebration of 2022 World Habitat Day and World
Cities Day, as part of the UrbanOctober and Archtober campaigns, and after
this orange November, CSU remains committed to #PushForward to build
gender-equality societies free of conflict, violence and provide safe space where
no one is left behind.
 
On behalf of CSU, I wish you all a healthy end of the year and a joyous holiday
season.

Articles

Why Private Sector Engagement and Leadership at the United Nations Matters
H.E. Dr. Talal Abu Ghazaleh, Chairman and Founder of TAG Global and Honorary Chairman of the

CSU Advisory Board

 
The United Nations is indeed a noble institution that has been a source of great

inspiration for me as a business leader who believes in serving our common humanity.

Serving in leadership roles in the United Nations, I have been able to leverage my

business success to help and serve my fellow-beings across the world. I have always seen

United Nations development programs and initiatives as the most universal and

effective vehicles for bringing the best of assistance and technical support for people in

need around the world..... (read more)

The Growing Twenties
OulipO,  Think Tank and Transatlantic Architecture Studio, Guest Contributor 

A century ago, the Roaring Twenties marked an economic, social and cultural renewal.

Today climate crisis and eco-anxiety calls for a new renewal. Timber, an ancient yet

contemporary material with sustainability and versatility at its core, can pave the way to

a sunny future. It is time for growing forests and optimism. Because as our children

grow, they ask questions and… very soon they’ll hold us accountable. Let’s be honest,

let’s not hide away, let’s answer their questions. “Why not timber? Timber is renewable,

low-carbon and healthy. So… why not timber?”.....  (read more)

Going Greener in Vancouver and at the University of British Columbia
Irem Ayan,  CSU Correspondent in  Vancouver, Canada

Situated on the unceded traditional territories of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam Indian

Band), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish Nation), and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh Nation),

Vancouver represents a truly vibrant and cosmopolitan city right on the edge of nature.

Thanks to the decade-long effort put into action by the City of Vancouver to make

Vancity a greener place to “live, work, and play”, Vancouver is considered one of the

most liveable cities in Canada as well as in the world.

https://consortiumforsustainableurbanization.org/2022/12/why-private-sector-engagement-and-leadership-at-the-united-nations-matters/
https://consortiumforsustainableurbanization.org/2022/12/the-growing-twenties/


Building on the 2009 work of the former Mayor Gregor Robertson’s “Greenest City Action Team”

(composed of local experts researching best practices from leading green cities around the world), the City

of Vancouver advances ten goal areas (18 targets) covering everything from air quality and water

conservation to sustainability goals for buildings, transportation and the green economy..... (read more)

Our Health Depends of the Heath of other Species
Chhavi Lal,  LEED Green Associate Principal, Perkins Eastman, guest contributor

Do you recall when was the last time you saw a sparrow chirping on the window,

parakeets visiting balconies, or birds playing in the park? In our busy lives we don’t

realize that these sightings have become very rare nowadays. The disappearance of these

birds is only an indicator to the loss of urban biodiversity we have witnessed in the last

few decades.

Biodiversity is a portmanteau of biological diversity which is built by two main systems

working in conjunction – ecosystems and species. Habitats that allow different species

to thrive and mature, who in turn lead to diversity of the habitat itself create

biodiversity. Historically cities have developed along the most conducive landmass –

rivers, coasts and floodplains, or foothills rich in biodiversity but as they have grown,

their infrastructure, pollution levels and waste dumped on land and in water has broken

down biodiversity by destroying habitats..... (read more)

Special Post-WUF 11 Report: Habitat Professionals Forum (HPF) Roadmap to
Recovery

The Habitat Professionals Forum (HPF) of UN-Habitat unveiled its Post Covid

Roadmap to Recovery during the World Urban Forum in Katowice, Poland, this June

2022. As an affiliation of international built- and natural-world associations,

representing more than 15 million urban and regional professionals, the combined

expertise of the HPF is central to promoting and achieving sustainable urban and

territorial developments throughout the world. The HPF Post-Covid Roadmap mobilizes

its large international network by providing 22 propositions to change the way we plan

and manage our cities, regions, and countries. ... (read more)

CSU Latest News

Affordable Housing Technologies and Sustainable Innovation Communities”,
UN-Habitat Urban Thinkers Campus at Cornell Tech in New York City, 11-12
November 2022  (read more here)

Women and Sustainable urbanization, CSU conference, 5 October 2022,
Turkish Center, New York City (read more here)

World Cities Day: Better City Better Life: Act Local to go Global, 31 October
2022  (read more here)

New York City Architecture Biennal, 18-20 October 2022 (read more here)

2022 CSU Green Cities Lecture Series Month of September: Lessons Learned
from WUF11 (watch here)

https://consortiumforsustainableurbanization.org/2022/12/going-greener-in-vancouver-and-at-the-university-of-british-columbia/
https://consortiumforsustainableurbanization.org/2022/12/our-health-depends-of-the-heath-of-other-species/
https://consortiumforsustainableurbanization.org/2022/12/special-post-wuf-11-report-habitat-professionals-forum-hpf-roadmap-to-recovery/
https://consortiumforsustainableurbanization.org/2022/10/november-11-12-2022-affordable-housing-technologies-and-sustainable-innovation-communities-un-habitat-urban-thinkers-campus-at-cornell-tech-in-new-york-city-hybrid-event/
https://consortiumforsustainableurbanization.org/2022/10/women-and-sustainable-urbanization/
https://consortiumforsustainableurbanization.org/2022/10/october-31-2022-10am-1pm-edt-better-city-better-life-act-local-to-go-global-virtual-event/
https://www.nycarchitecturebiennial.org/
https://youtu.be/LumqL4OaZgI


2022 CSU Green Cities Lecture Series Month of October: New York (watch
here)

2022 CSU Green Cities Lecture Series Month of December: New York and New
Jersey Harbors Study (watch here)

CSU Upcoming News

CSU Green Cities Lecture Series 

2023 CSU Award GALA

Photo Contest

Category Unsound Design: Contrast of poor infrastructure in a patrimonial
site. 

 

Pictures from Ludivine Cornille, Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, India. 

Whether you’re an amateur or professional photographer, we’d love to see some

https://youtu.be/XuEjzJCfN2g
https://youtu.be/K1DzGjWTKVU


of your best images and the worst images from cities all around the world to
your own backyard. 

Please send your cityscape photo to the CSU News today to:
metincelikmim@gmail.com and consortiumsu@gmail.com 

You can find more information here 

CSU Publications

Resilient Cities After COVID-19
(purchase here)
 

Post-Pandemic Cities
(purchase here)
 

Sustainable Urbanization at the UN, for Architects and other
Design Professionals
(purchase here)
 

Gateway Portals to the City: Infrastructure for Sustainable
Urbanization 
(purchase here)
 

Public Spaces for Sustainable Urbanization
(purchase here)

Large Movements of Refugees and Migrants: Challenges for
Sustainable Urbanization 
(purchase here)
 

The Future of Cities: An Integrated Approach to Urban Challenges 
(purchase here)

https://consortiumforsustainableurbanization.org/2022/03/csu-photo-contest/
https://www.amazon.com/Post-Pandemic-Cities-Aliye-P-Celik/dp/B093RZGJ2G/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=post+pandemic+cities&qid=1621945325&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Cities-Matter-Proceedings-Conference-Habitat/dp/B09RM46V7L/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VSJZOTNUG2CH&keywords=proceedings+virtual+conference+un+habitat&qid=1647116161&s=books&sprefix=proceedings+virtual+conference+un+habita,stripbooks,189&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Post-Pandemic-Cities-Aliye-P-Celik/dp/B093RZGJ2G/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=post+pandemic+cities&qid=1621945325&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Post-Pandemic-Cities-Aliye-P-Celik/dp/B093RZGJ2G/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=post+pandemic+cities&qid=1621945325&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sustainable-Urbanization-Architects-Design-Professionals/dp/B08QGM4NV4/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Sustainable+Urbanization+at+the+UN%3A+for+Architects+and+other+Design+Professionals&qid=1614037484&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sustainable-Urbanization-Architects-Design-Professionals/dp/B08QGM4NV4/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Sustainable+Urbanization+at+the+UN%3A+for+Architects+and+other+Design+Professionals&qid=1614037484&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Gateway-Portals-City-Infrastructure-Urbanization-ebook/dp/B075LNN9RZ/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1507444362&sr=8-1&keywords=Gateway+Portals+To+The+City
https://www.amazon.com/Gateway-Portals-City-Infrastructure-Urbanization-ebook/dp/B075LNN9RZ/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1507444362&sr=8-1&keywords=Gateway+Portals+To+The+City
https://www.amazon.com/Public-Spaces-Sustainable-Urbanization-Headquarters/dp/1542616352
https://www.amazon.com/Public-Spaces-Sustainable-Urbanization-Headquarters/dp/1542616352
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LYJ9GF0
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LYJ9GF0
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LYVASHX
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LYVASHX
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