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Message from The President
Lance Jay Brown, FAIA
CSU President

WUF 11: Optimism in Katowice
On the occasion of the 14th Anniversary of our foundation CSU
wants to thank its patron, guiding light, muse, and mentor, Talal
Abu-Ghazaleh (TAG) the Inaugural Chair of the Advisory Board
of the CSU, for his 14 years of support and sponsorship.

Perhaps the most dramatic aspect of attending the recent United Nations World
Urban Forum 11 (WUF11) in Katowice, Poland was the absolutely amazing
concentration of optimism especially in the time of global warming, COVID,
and adjacent violence. The entire five-day event was an exciting and successful
gathering with much of value to be unpacked going forward.
Travel to Katowice was, for many, a trial as air travel around the world is greatly
disrupted. But canceled and/or delayed flights, lost and/or delayed luggage,
and the paucity of taxi drivers did little to dampen the excitement and
camaraderie of those who came to discuss and share ways to increase equity
and diversity, respond to the serious challenges of climate change, resource
availability and distribution, constructive systems of governance, needs of older
persons and youth, and inclusion. The proximate violence in Ukraine and the
need for current support and reconstruction was a constant presence.
(read more)

Message from The Editor
Ludivine Cornille
Director of Programs and Editor of CSU NEWS

June-July 2022 has been a fruitful period! As an ECOSOC accredited
organization, CSU representatives participated actively in the diverse UN
forums: the World Urban Forum, the Habitat Professional Forum, the High
Level Political Forum and the Local and Regional Government Forum. The
eighth edition of CSU NEWS highlights not only CSU insight of these essential
conferences, but also the key solutions that multi-stakeholders and our design
community bring together in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the New Urban Agenda.
In this process, CSU's successful monthly Green Cities Lecture series has
brought us to Antwerp, Groningen, Eskisehir, Ankara, Guadalajara and
Melbourne! Sustainable urban planning and environmental policies being hand
in hand, we are extremely happy to contribute in celebrating the launch of
“Heroes of Environmental Diplomacy, Profiles in Courage” the new book edited
by Felix Dodds and Chris Spence.
We look forward to welcoming you to our upcoming events and publishing your
cityscape pictures!

Articles
Aliye Çelik's mission: Illuminate a blueprint hiding in plain sight
Summary from Bill Millard’s interview, Pidgin magazine 30th edition Spring 2022 Princeton
University School of Architecture
One hallmark of pioneers in any field may be a habit of focusing on the profession itself
rather than the status of being a pioneer. As an inherently collaborative activity,
architecture embeds contradictions in the concept of personal recognition, whether the
tools and thought processes of architecture are directed toward building design and
construction or elsewhere. The career of Aliye Pekin Çelik, co-founder and current board
chair of the Consortium for Sustainable Urbanization (CSU), reflects a conviction that
architectural thinking need not be confined to the single-building scale, along with a
style of leadership that pays little attention to the limelight..... (read more)

Local and Regional Government Forum, HLPF 2022
Rick Bell, CSU President-Elect
On Thursday, 7 July 2022, a virtual meeting brought together a score of speakers for the
Local and Regional Governments Forum on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development as part of this year’s High-level political forum on sustainable
development (HLPF). The Forum which takes place every year in July, addresses
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The importance of different levels of government
working in unison was a constant theme, stressed by speakers from Argentina and Brazil
to Spain and South Africa..... (read more)

The Post Covid Global Challenge, Habitat Professional Forum Roadmap to
Recovery
Executive Summary
The pandemic has been regressive in its impacts. The pressure to recover quickly by a return to "business
as usual" would however be a huge error. COVID-19 has laid bare long-standing inequities faced by people

around the world. Inequality in gender, race, and disability have come to the fore. Gaps in healthy life
expectancy and opportunity have deepened. The recent progress that has been made in reducing poverty
and in improving living conditions in the most vulnerable communities has been put risk..... (read more)

Transforming the Cross Bronx Expressway
ORG Permanent Modernity, Guest Contributors, with offices in Brussels and New York City
As a new round of transportation infrastructure funding approximately $350 billion for
Federal highway programs over a five-year period will be made available through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law of the Biden Administration, a myriad of plans and
candidates are investigated to offer much needed support for America’s dilapidated
infrastructure.... (read more)

Letter from the Romanian Borders
Oana Buzatu, Guest Contributor, Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Romania has a 600 km border line with Ukraine and there are mainly 3 points in which
from day 1 refugees have arrived, one of which is in Maramures (the North of Cluj).
There are a lot of NGOs and administration people at the border trying to welcome them
and offer the options they have (to transit toward another city/country or to demand
asylum). In the first weeks almost all of them decide to transit and therefore they only
needed shelter and food for the time they crossed Romania (either by car, train or plane)
to go abroad where a lot of them have already gotten some family or friends.... (read
more)

Three Fullbrighters founded the Consortium for Sustainable Urbanization
In 2010, three Fulbright scholars and architects from different walks of life came together and co-founded
the Consortium for Sustainable Urbanization (CSU). They were Aliye Pekin Celik, PhD, James McCullar,
FAIA, Professor Lance Jay Brown, FAIA. Professor Urs Gauchat, Hon AIA joined them as the fourth
founding member of the CSU. They all have been in passionate pursuit of equity, diversity, and inclusion
ever since their Fulbright days. They early understood the need for local and global action and the
importance multicultural cooperation if the world was to move forward and change for good. They are still
on that path.... (read more)

CSU Latest News
CSU 2022 Awards Gala, 16 March 2022, New York City, and Online (view
here)
2022 CSU Green Cities Lecture Series - Month of April: Antwerp, Belgium and
Groningen, Netherlands (view here)
2022 CSU Green Cities Lecture Series - Month of May: Eskisehir and Ankara,
Turkey (view here)
CSU 2022 Flagship Conference: Climate Change and the Role of Cities, 18 May
2022, UN Headquarters, New York City (read more here)
2022 CSU Green Cities Lecture Series - Month of June: Guadalajara, Mexico
(read more here)

2022 CSU Green Cities Lecture Series - Month of July: Melbourne,
Australia (view here)

CSU Upcoming News
CSU Green Cities Lecture Series
World Habitat Day, 3rd October 2022, UN Headquarters, New York City
(more information here)
Archtober, Month of October, New York City
(more information here)

Book Talk
Heroes of Environmental Diplomacy, Profiles in Courage, edited by Felix
Dodds and Chris Spence, Routledge
(view here)

Photo Contest
We are happy to share the first picture from the sustainability in cities category:

“Play in the City of New York”, from CSU President Lance Jay Brown
Whether you’re an amateur or professional photographer, we’d love to see some
of your best images and the worst images from cities all around the world to
your own backyard.
Please send your cityscape photo to the CSU News today to:
metincelikmim@gmail.com and consortiumsu@gmail.com
You can find more information here

CSU Publications
Resilient Cities After COVID-19
(purchase here)

Post-Pandemic Cities

(purchase here)

Sustainable Urbanization at the UN, for Architects and other
Design Professionals
(purchase here)

Gateway Portals to the City: Infrastructure for Sustainable
Urbanization
(purchase here)

Public Spaces for Sustainable Urbanization
(purchase here)

Large Movements of Refugees and Migrants: Challenges for
Sustainable Urbanization
(purchase here)

The Future of Cities: An Integrated Approach to Urban Challenges
(purchase here)
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