CSU 2021 AWARDS GALA, March 18,
6-7.30PM, Virtual Event
CSU’s 2021 Gala: Zoom-ing in on honorable, urban
sustainability efforts
By María Moersen
On Thursday, March 18, the Consortium for Sustainable Urbanization hosted its annual
Gala virtually to celebrate honorees’ contributions to sustainable urban development
and thank its devoted partners. The President of the CSU, Lance Jay Brown, FAIA,
welcomed the attendees noting that twenty-twenty-one marks the 13th anniversary of
the CSU’s collaboration with UN-Habitat, AIA New York, and others. These partnerships
facilitate cooperation among policy makers and design professionals to promote the
UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the New Urban Agenda, adopted at
Habitat III in Quito, 2016. Rick Bell, CSU Board member, once again served masterfully
as the evening’s Master of Ceremonies. Throughout the evening, flutist Carol Wincenc
and cellist Velléda Miragias performed classical interludes virtually.

President Lance Jay Brown, FAIA and Moderator Rick Bell, FAIA, welcome participants
and honorees logging into the gala
Sarbuland Khan, founding member of the CSU Advisory Board and former Director of
the UN Division for Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) introduced the first speaker,
H.E. Dr. Abu Ghazaleh, Chair of the CSU Advisory Board and former Chair of the United

Nations Global Alliance for ICT and Development. Ghazaleh provided optimism amidst
the global pandemic, saying the speed by which vaccines were developed proves, if we
band together and use the full potential of science and technology, we can meet any
challenge nature throws our way. Ghazaleh encouraged the same energy be applied to
urban sustainability challenges. “New and emerging technologies must be applied to
transform our urban vision, planning, and design processes, so as to integrate the
sustainability and resilience imperatives into all things urban and beyond,” he closed.

Dr. Abu Ghazaleh, Chair of the CSU Advisory Board, addresses guests in pre-recording
Chris Williams, Director of the UN-Habitat New York Office and former Executive
Director of the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council in Geneva, shared a
video greeting from Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director of UN-Habitat, and
an introduction to their upcoming report, Cities and Pandemic. Ms. Sharif later tweeted:
This report explains clearly why and how we must seize the opportunities to
transform our urban areas. Based on an impressive documentation of more than
1,700 cities, it provides evidence on the state of cities and recommendations of
actions for a #SustainableRecovery.

The report also addresses the Biden administration’s decision to support local
governments and match deficits, acknowledges this is not the case in all countries, and
explores how to utilize the stimulus for inclusive, long-term, sustainable development.
Cities and Pandemic is available online.
Lance Jay Brown, FAIA, CSU President, awarded the President’s Award to Edward
Mazria, FAIA, reading:
Mazria’s work has redefined and dramatically expanded the role of architecture,
planning, design, and building in reshaping our world. As the founder and CEO of
Architecture 2030, a think-tank developing real-world solutions for 21st century
problems, Edward Mazria, using his strong voice, continues to lead us to a better
urban future.
In his acceptance speech, Mazria said that only through collective actions, can we
address climate change and give governments the confidence they need to ensure
positive outcomes at COP26 in November. Three days before the conference,
Architecture 2030 will bring colleagues of the architecture, planning, and building
community to a summit in London to demonstrate 1.5°C action is doable and push
countries to commit to more ambitious goals.

Edward Mazria, FAIA, accepts the President’s Award

CSU Board member, Toni Castro Cosío, presented the Sustainability Award to Signe
Nielsen, FASLA, landscape architect and founding principal at Mathews Nielsen, an
award-winning landscape architecture firm in New York, where she serves as President
of the New York City Public Design Commission. Nielsen reflected on the events of the
past year:
It put into focus both the impact of fear and power of hope. We are now at a
crossroads. Do we have the resolve to effectively address the climate change
crisis, the urgent need for racial and social justice, and heal the wounds that
have been brought on by the global pandemic? Or do we return to business as
usual?
Through Mathews Nielsen and the New York City Public Design Commission, Nielsen
guides people to redouble their efforts to restore the environment and empower
communities through advocacy and leadership. “Advocacy remains essential to ensuring
we, all over the world, amplify our commitment to climate-positive change and an
equitable future,” Nielsen closed.
The final award of the evening was presented to Andrew Whalley, AA Dipl D.Litt, RIBA,
FAIA, an architect who has shaped New York through the Fulton Center transit hub,
Queens Museum transformation, and Via Verde affordable housing project, to name a
few. CSU Board member, Nick Hamilton, announced the Champion Award:
Whalley has been a leader in the research, planning, and design of objects,
buildings, and entire environments that evidence a concern for the fragility of
our world and the limitations of the earth’s resources. Andrew Whalley’s
leadership, expertise, teaching, and work in the diverse sectors of education,
performing arts, transportation and workplace internationally pursues his global
mission to deliver zero carbon buildings, infrastructure, and places and socially
and environmentally regenerative buildings within the next generation.
Whalley’s acceptance speech emphasized the CSU’s mission has never been more
important than it is in these times of crisis—providing a platform for the debate and
development of ideas that reshape cities. He reminded us the 1918 influenza pandemic
was followed by the Roaring Twenties, and the journey of modernism enhanced cities of
commerce, such as New York and London. The difference, he noted, is now we are
given “an opportunity to rethink our cities so they are shaped around people, as
delightful, fulfilling places to live, rather than as efficient ways of converting human toil
into financial reward.”
Following Whalley’s speech, Ambassador Michal Mlynár, Permanent Representative of
Slovakia to the United Nations, announced next year’s High-Level General Assembly

meeting will focus on cities and sustainable urbanization. On Facebook, the Slovak
Embassy, Stála misia SR pri OSN v New Yorku, remarked:
Ambassador Michal Mlynár emphasized the importance of #urbanization and its
potential to create opportunities for a better life during the 2021 #CSU Awards
Gala event on 18 March 2021. The impact of the #COVID19 on our cities is
undeniable. The way in which we design and build our cities will be critical also in
the near future. Whatever the next version of "normal" looks like, many changes
are here to stay. However, we have a unique opportunity to Build Back Better!
Ambassador Mlynar, along with Frances Bronet, President of the Pratt Institute and
Michael Adlerstein, Adjunct Professor at Columbia University, has recently agreed to
serve on the CSU Advisory Board.
To close the evening, Aliye Pekin Celik, Chair of the CSU Board, provided hope and
anticipation for next year’s in-person Gala and a reminder of the acting, virtual events.
“Meanwhile we hope that you will continue to honor us by your presence at the CSU
Green Cities Lectures every month and our virtual Flagship Conference,” Celik said.
The conference is organized in partnership with UN-Habitat and the AIA New York
Chapter and will take place on May 12th, 2021. Celik’s latest book, Sustainable
Urbanization at the UN for Architects and other Design Professionals, talks about the
United Nations’ involvement in sustainable urbanization and summarizes the three
Habitat Conferences, the work of UN-Habitat, UNDESA, and UNDP. The book is
accessible via the CSU website.
In lockdown we have not been able to experience the vibrant, cultural events the city
once offered in person. Thus, it was even more appreciated when Urs Gauchat,
founding member of the CSU and former Dean of the NJIT School of Architecture,
shared a musical program from his home in Cambridge. Flutist Carol Wincenc and cellist
Velléda Miragias opened the evening with Sonata in E minor, BWV 1034 by JS Bach and
Serenade-Fantasy by Meira Warshauer, who joined the audience online. The musicians
returned for an interlude, En Bateau by Claude Debussy, and finale, Amazing Grace by
JS Bach and Assobio a Játo (Jet Whistle) by Heitor Villa-Lobos.

Flutist Carol Wincenc and cellist Velléda Miragias, Zoom-perform live from Cambridge
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