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For first time ever, in October 2014, two important milestones of the urban 
calendar coincide in the same month. As every year, on the first Monday of the 
month, October 6, the world will be celebrating the World Habitat Day. And the 
year's newness -received with joy- is the celebration of the World Cities Day on 
the last day of the month, October 31. The set of celebrations, events and 
activities taking place in this context is part of the Urban October.

31 DAYS FOR PROMOTING A BETTER URBAN FUTURE

Urban October will gather many of the initiatives on advocacy, outreach and 
communications that UN-Habitat promotes and convenes. Urban October concurs 
just after the first preparatory committee of Habitat III and the opening of the 69th 
session of the General Assembly in which Member States may agree on important 
milestones on Habitat III Conference.

Urban October is the perfect setting for governments and partners to organize and 
promote actions and activities within the four pillars towards a New Urban Agenda: 
awareness, participation, knowledge and engagement.

Urban October is a month for raising interest on urban challenges and 
opportunities to the media and communications networks. It is the month for 
stimulating debate and moving forward commitments.
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One month for raising awareness, promoting 
participation, generating knowledge and 

engaging the international community 
towards a New Urban Agenda.

#CitiesDay

#HabitatDay

31 Days for promoting a 
Better Urban Future

#UrbanOctober

World Habitat Day, 6 October 2014 

World Habitat Day is to reflect on the state of our 
towns and cities, and on the basic right of all to 
adequate shelter.

World Cities Day, 31 October 2014
 
World Cities Day is to meet opportunities and 
challenges in urbanisation and contribute to 
urban sustainable development



Let’s celebrate it. 
And all over the world

Let’s work together on how cities in both the developed and
developing worlds can improve for a better life for all.
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Recent themes have included:

Urban Mobility
Changing Cities, Building Opportunities
Cities and Climate Change
Better City, Better Life
Planning Our Urban Future
Harmonious Cities 2014 Theme: 

 #HabitatDay   #SlumVoices
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This year’s World Habitat Day theme is ‘Voices from Slums’ 
(Urban Slums and Adequate Housing) recognizing the life in the 
slums. World Habitat Day campaigns to give voice to slum dwellers 
for improving quality of living conditions in existing slums.



Slum Upgrading in 
the Global Agenda
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Objectives of World Habitat Day
Raise awareness of life conditions in slums.
Develop processes and tools in defense of the historical memory of the people who 
have lived and live in the slums.
Demonstrate, through real stories, to decision makers in the urban arena that slum 
upgrading programmes can achieve better life conditions for slum dwellers, and 
greater economic and social impacts.
Share experiences on slum upgrading among cities and urban areas worldwide.
Contribute to a policy dialogue that focuses on the broad range of issues related to 
the integration of the life in the slum into the city.
Identify policy formulation and capacity development issues in which the UN system, 
in particular UN-Habitat, can offer significant contributions.
Identify key stakeholders in slum upgrading and adequate housing and actively 
engaging them in further discussions.
Contribute as relevant to the post-2015 discussions and Habitat IIII Conference.
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‘Voices from Slums’ 
Campaign

‘Voices from Slums’ 
Audio Library

How it works? 
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Governments, NGOs, private sector, academia and the 
UN System are encouraged to place current and past slum 
dwellers as protagonist of World Habitat Day 2014 through
the available communication platforms.



The City Booth - 
Voices from  Slums
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With the collaboration of StoryCorps organization, World
Habitat Day will introduce The City Booth to the public in
several cities. The booth offers the chance for urban residents
to record their personal experiences with their city in casual
conversation with each other. The City Booth will have a
special focus on giving voice to those citizens that have
lived in vulnerable urban areas in current or past times.



1. Draw attention to the challenges and issues on this 
year’s theme, particularly slum upgrading and adequate 
housing. Give voice to slum residents in current or past 
times through press articles, radio and tv, panel 
programmes with policy makers, government officials, 
academics, other professionals and community 
representatives. 

2. Organize high-level meetings and discussions with 
national, regional and local governments on the WHD 
theme towards the new Post-2015 Development Agenda 
and Habitat III.

3. Apply for hosting The City Booth–Voices from Slums 
in your city. Contact the Urban October Secretariat for 
further information.

4.  Launch the WHD ‘Voices from Slums’ campaign in 
your city and encourage recording slum stories at the 
‘Voices from Slums Library’.

How to participate in the 
World Habitat Day 2014?
Raise Awareness in your City

5. Organize public events to create awareness of the 
conditions of living in the most vulnerable areas of your 
city. Use public spaces, theatres and auditoriums for your 
events.

6. Organize fund raising, recreational or entertainment 
activities like sport matches or concerts, and use the 
proceeds to upgrade and extend services for poor 
communities.

7.  Encourage your partners to join the campaign.

8.  Collect slum stories from your city and share it with 
the Urban October Secretariat at UN-Habitat (video, 
photo, documentaries, articles, etc).

9.  Promote #HabitatDay on Social Media and follow the 
WHD Social Media Guidelines.

10.  Check the WHD website frequently to figure out all 
updates.
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First World Cities Day

The General Assembly,

“Decides to designate 31 October, beginning in 2014, as 
World Cities Day, invites States, the United Nations system, in 
particular UN-Habitat, relevant international organizations, 
civil society and all other relevant stakeholders to observe 
and raise awareness of the Day…”

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 27 
December 2013
 [on the report of the Second Committee (A/68/439)]

World Cities Day is expected to greatly promote the 
international community’s interest in global urbanisation, 
push forward cooperation among countries in meeting 
opportunities and challenges in urbanisation and contribute 
to urban sustainable development around the world.
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“Cities are engines of economic growth 
which, if well planned and developed, 
including through integrated planning and 
management approaches, can promote 
economically, socially and environmentally 
sustainable societies”

Cities are the greatest 
human creations

Outcome document, entitled “The future we want”, 
of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development, Rio+20

15



“Since 2008, the majority of the world’s population has lived in cities. Today, urban areas 
are a living combination of history, civilization, diversity and 
culture. Urbanization has been a force that has changed almost everything: ways of 
thinking and acting, ways of using space, lifestyles, social and economic relations, and 
consumption and production patterns. Cities, as economic and productive 
innovation spaces, provide opportunities for improving access to resources and 
services, as well as options in the social, legal, economic, cultural and environmental 
fields. Urbanization has ushered in economic growth, development and prosperity for 
many.

However, cities are also spaces where multidimensional poverty, environmental 
degradation, and vulnerability to disasters and the impact of climate change are 
present. Today, more than two thirds of the global population live in cities with greater 
levels of inequality than 20 years ago. We acknowledge the notable efforts that are 
underway to ensure that urban places can overcome challenges to sustainable and 
inclusive development; while recognizing and commending these efforts, we 
agreed that much work remains to be done”

Leading Urban Transformations

World Urban Forum 7, “Medellín Declaration”
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World Cities Day is an international celebration of cities 
and towns. It is a unique momentum for citizenship, 
governments and civil society organizations to reflect on 
the state of its city, create networks among cities for 
sharing experiences and make commitments for a 

model of sustainable urbanization. 
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Citizens’ City Survey
Which are the cities that are actually delivering a good quality 
of life to its residents? What are citizens demanding of their 
cities? And what commitments need to be made to improve 
their lives?

The World Cities Day Survey is a global initiative by UN-Habitat 
to consult the priorities of citizens in their cities as road 
towards the definition of a new urban agenda. 

The aim of the World Cities Day Survey is to obtain relevant 
data for further study on how cities establish relationships with 
their citizens and to identify main drivers that make people 
happy in shared spaces.

The survey will be available online and offline. On 31 October 
2014 results will be released live at the same time in different 
cities of the world.
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World Cities 
Day Hackathon

On World Cities Day, cities that join the initiative,  will 
organize a Hackathon session on the theme ‘Leading Urban 
Transformations’. Calling youth and innovative professionals, 
together with partners, the Hackathon will serve to develop 
applications to engage civil society in creating solutions to 
tackle urban challenges.

The World Cities Day Hackathon promotes the city open data 
for civic purposes.

On World Cities Day, participant cities will be connected via 
video and social media.  The winner apps will be publicly 
released by UN-Habitat all over the world.



Celebrate the first ever 
World Cities Day on 

31 October, 2014

Shanghai, China 
hosts special events for 

World Cities Day

Local Events Worldwide

+
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How to participate in the 
World Cities Day 2014?
Raise Awareness in your City
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How to participate in the 
World Cities Day 2014?
Raise Awareness in your City

1. Draw attention to the challenges and issues on global 
urbanization, particularly on ‘Leading Urban Transformations’. Give 
voice to citizens through press articles, radio and tv, panel 
programmes with policy makers, government officials, academics, 
other professionals and community representatives. 

2. Organize high-level meetings and discussions with national, 
regional and local governments around ‘Leading Urban 
Transformations’  towards the new Post-2015 Development 
Agenda and Habitat III.

3.  Launch the WCD campaign in your city and promote the 
Citizenship’s City Survey. 

4. Apply for hosting the World Cities Day Hackathon. Contact the 
Urban October Secretariat for further information.

5. Organize public events to create awareness of the challenges of 
the urban era. Use public spaces, theatres and auditoriums for 
your events.

6. Organize fund raising, recreational or entertainment activities like 
sport matches or concerts, and use the proceeds to upgrade and 
extend services for improving your city.

7.  Encourage your partners to join the campaign.

8.  Collect city stories and share it with the Urban October Secretariat 
at UN-Habitat (video, photo, documentaries, articles, etc).

9.  Promote #CitiesDay on Social Media and follow the WHD Social 
Media Guidelines.

10.  Check the WCD website frequently to figure out all updates.
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Contact us and keep us informed:
Please let us know if you wish to organize a local event by 
sending an email providing as many details as possible to:

World Habitat Day:  whd@unhabitat.org 
World Cities Day: wcd@unhabitat.org 

We will support you and post it on the World Habitat Day 
and World Cities Day websites and reports. 
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Annex - 
Brand Kit
Download at:
www.unhabitat.com/whd
www.unhabitat.com/wcd

http://www.unhabitat.org/whd/
http://www.unhabitat.org/wcd/


Towards
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